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Q. Do you plan to implement title 3 of
the Helms-Burton legislation which is due
on July 16th to allow those lawsuits to move
forward?

The President. I’m sorry, I have not made
a determination on that. That has not come
to me for a determination yet, so I can’t com-
ment.

Let me—before I leave, I also want to say
a special word of thanks to my longtime
friend Secretary Reich, who has carried on
this fight for the minimum wage and for a
minimum wage that would not be crippled
by exempting millions and millions of work-
ers from its impact. And so this was an espe-
cially sweet day for him as well, and I thank
him for his efforts. And I thank you again,
all of you, for being here. This is a great day
for our working families.

Thank you.

Assault Weapons Ban
Q. Mr. President, what’s your response to

Dole’s statement on assault weapons?
The President. Let me say, I’m not en-

tirely sure what he meant when he said what
he said. My position is clear. I fought for
and passed the Brady bill, the assault weap-
ons ban, the 100,000 police. If he now be-
lieves that we were right on that, then I ap-
plaud that. But it’s not clear to me that that’s
what he said. So I can’t comment on what
he said because I’m not sure what he said.

Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Training and
Equipping the Bosnian Federation
July 9, 1996

I am pleased to announce the start of the
U.S.-led train and equip program for the
armed forces of the Bosnian Federation. The
purpose of this program is to assist in provid-
ing Bosnia with the ability to defend itself
and thereby promote security and stability
in the region. The program will also help en-
sure that upon IFOR’s departure, a military
balance exists among the former warring par-
ties so that none of them are encouraged to
resume hostilities.

Full commencement of the train-and-
equip program was conditioned on the
Bosnian Government fully complying with
two commitments: first, the Dayton provision
mandating the withdrawal of foreign forces
and terminating its intelligence cooperation
with Iran, and second, the passage of a new
Federation Defense Law leading to the inte-
gration of Federation military forces and the
creation of western-oriented defense institu-
tions in Bosnia. On June 26, I certified that
the Bosnian Government had met its com-
mitments with regard to foreign forces and
relations with Iran.

I am very pleased to say that this afternoon
the Bosnian Federation Parliament adopted
a new Defense Law. Bosnian President
Izetbegovic and Federation President Zubak
have overcome many significant issues in
order for the Defense Law to become reality.
Their leadership reflects a commitment to
a workable Federation Government, and this
law is an essential building block of a func-
tioning Federation. When implemented, it
will strengthen security for all Bosnians and
contribute significantly to a lasting peace in
the region.

With the passage of the law, the Bosnian
Government has made good on its commit-
ments. Now we can make good on ours: the
U.S.-led, international train-and-equip pro-
gram will begin immediately. We anticipate
the program will start in a matter of days
in Sarajevo when the Federation signs a con-
tract with MPRI, a U.S.-based company
which will execute and manage the program
within Bosnia. MPRI will conduct its first
training session for senior military leaders in
Bosnia within approximately 3 to 4 weeks.

The U.S. drawdown and transfer of ap-
proximately $100 million worth of military
equipment to Bosnia will also now begin
soon. The drawdown package includes indi-
vidual equipment items, tactical communica-
tions assets, small arms and ammunition,
main battle tanks, armored personnel car-
riers, light antitank weapons, and utility heli-
copters.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and President Kresimir Zubak of the
Bosnian Federation.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Coastal
Zone Management
July 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to submit the Biennial Re-

port of the Office of Ocean and Coastal Re-
source Management, National Ocean Serv-
ice, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) for fiscal years 1994
and 1995. This report is submitted as re-
quired by section 316 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act (CZMA) of 1972, as
amended, (16 U.S.C. 1451, et seq.).

The report discusses progress made at the
national level in administering the Coastal
Zone Management and Estuarine Research
Reserve Programs during these years, and
spotlights the accomplishments of NOAA’s
State coastal management and estuarine re-
search reserve program partners under the
CZMA.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 9, 1996.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
July 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Communications

Act of 1934, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)),
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB)
for Fiscal Year 1995 and the Inventory of
the Federal Funds Distributed to Public
Telecommunications Entities by Federal De-
partments and Agencies: Fiscal Year 1995.

Since 1967, when the Congress created
the Corporation, CPB has overseen the
growth and development of quality services
for millions of Americans.

This year’s report highlights ways the Cor-
poration has helped millions of American
families and children gain new learning op-
portunities through technology. At a time
when technology is advancing at a pace that
is as daunting as it is exhilarating, it is crucial

for all of us to work together to understand
and take advantage of these changes.

By continuing to broadcast programs that
explore the challenging issues of our time,
by working with local communities and
schools to introduce more and more children
to computers and the Internet, in short, by
honoring its commitment to enriching the
American spirit, the Corporation is preparing
all of us for the 21st century.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 9, 1996.

Remarks on the Church Arson
Prevention Act of 1996
July 10, 1996

Thank you very much and good morning,
ladies and gentlemen. I want to join first with
the Vice President in thanking Senator Ken-
nedy, Senator Faircloth, Congressman Hyde,
and Congressman Conyers and all the Mem-
bers of Congress for supporting this legisla-
tion in such a vigorous and such a prompt
way.

I think all of you know that we are here
today to emphasize publicly our solidarity
with this cause and with this piece of legisla-
tion. Ordinarily we would be here at a signing
ceremony, and I want to say a special word
of appreciation to the Members of Congress,
especially to the sponsors, because this bill
came down to the White House while the
Congress was out of session, and every Mem-
ber we discussed this issue with said, ‘‘Go
on and sign the bill, Mr. President, because
we don’t want to lose a single day when this
bill will not be a law of the land.’’ And I
thought it was important for you to come
down here so that America could see the
breadth and depth of support in the Con-
gress, among religious leaders who are here
and community leaders, for this legislation
and for this cause.

This act makes destructive hate crimes
against houses of worship a Federal crime.
It doubles the maximum sentence for these
crimes that cause injury to people. It in-
creases the statute of limitations from 5 to
7 years. It passed unanimously, and that is
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